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his behalf by the authors of the Gospels, whoever
they were; and only contend that the historical
Christ is a mythical character, and that nobody
knows who were the persons accredited with the
authorship of the Gospels. As to the first point,
their theory has been exploded forever by Whate-
ly, who has used their line of k priori argument
to prove there never was such a character as Na-
poleon Buonaparte; and by Schmucker, who has
shown that our historical Shakespeare is a myth.
As to the second point, this theory will not re-
lieve their difficulty, because it only shifts it from
four to an unknown number of miraculous char-
acters who have astonished the world. These
logical adaptations of their argument show its
utter absurdity. We know more about Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John, than we know about Plato,
Cicero, Demosthenes, Tacitus, Herodotus, Hor-
ace, Virgil, or Caesar ; but if want of sufficient pcr-
. sonal information about the Evangelists be a valid
objection against the works that go by their names,
and have always been accredited to their author-
ship, much more should we object to the accred-
ited authorship of our commonly received classics,
and to all other authorship earlier than three
hundred years old.

All records, documents, and books, to be under-
stood, must contain classes of facts for the mate-
rials of thoughts and theories advanced in them,
and no matter when, where, or by whom written,
they essentially carry within themselves evi-
dences which commend them to the confidence
of their readers, by augmenting probabilities with